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I nave tilo honour;to report ns follows, on surveying and culting a track, in compliunce with final
instructions received from your office on 4th January last, which authorised me to continue the track
from Red Tills to Bldon Bluff—completed by me last year—to Liake 8t. Clair, which now allows through
communication from Zéchan Lo TTobart, vid the overland route: — ‘

The necessary supplics rejuisite for carrying on the work, consisting of tents, tools, surveying in-
struments, and provisions for four men for three weeks, I had conveyed fromn Zechan on pack-horses lo
Lake Sclina, a distancg of aboul 24 miles, which is as far ns horses can proceed.  To Bldon Bluff, the
terminus of the track proviously constructed by me, is 20 miles, over which we conveyed camping

_requisiles on our backs,  After a caveful examination, I considered it advisable to hreak through to
"Lake St. Clair, and work hack to the Bluff, for tho following 1easons:—(1) Provisions could be packed
cheaper from the Ouse district; (2) a malerial advantage was gained by going over the intended route,
and this acquiring n eleaver iden of the most advantageous way to bring thie track, from a prospector’s
point of view ; (3) in the building erected by the Government, and used by tourists, at. Lnke St. Clair,
I had a good base for n depit, and for shelter for some weeks.  On starting from Eldon Blufl' to reach
Linke 8t. Clair, everything proceeded satisfactorily until Pine ITill was surmounted, nbout seven miles
out, when T noticed there was a dense smoke in the vicinity of Coal Till, which lay in the divection I
wistied to tnke.  Thinking bush fires were raging, I decided to make for the overland route from Ilobart,
taking a course south from Gould's Pyvamid.  In breaking through hetween the Inkerman and Alma
vivers, close to their junction with the Collingwood River, we passed through good agricultural land for
nhont two miles, running from north to south, but its extent in the opposite direction time did not .+~ ~
permit my ascertaining ; T would judge, however. from a rongh cstimate, there were some six hundved
ncres of chbeolate soil, lightly imbered with myrtle and silver wattle.  On arriving at Lake St. Clair, I
at ouce commenced the survey and cutting of the track, which starts, according to your instructions,
at tho Derwent Bridge, where the overland route to Gormanston crosses the branch road to Linke 8t. Clair

_ Accommodntion House. - Along the banks of the head waters of tho Derwent River to the lake, a dis-
tanco of about throo miles,sn good cart rond exists, which only required traversing and chaining: - From

' Lnke 8t. Clair tho routs chosen runs in almost a westerly direction, coursing through the vale of fthe

Cuvior Rtiver for o distnico of about nine miles, when Linke Patriarch js renched ; from this lake, the .-
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@ruck rung on its kouth side, nnd wso on the south side of Coal iIith,. Tho watorshed of t\lnc Deorwent
is loft at Conl ILill, and, wiill continning westerly, the divide of Inkerman and the Canning rivors is
enleved; then, proceeding to the novth, Gonld's Pyramid is upproached, at a point 17 miles from
Luke St. Clair, Pine Hill, Taking a comrse betweon the divide of tho South Biden and Cunning rivers,
tho track runs north-westerly from Pine 1l for seven miles, which completed the conncetion, to lust -

Cyenr's work at the 20-mike peg newr Eldon Bludl,

Distunee.—The distancs From Uve overlund track to Bldon Bluff is 27 miles 60 chains, o
Gritdient,—For Lhe fivst Lwelve miles, the track is almost lovel, and then thore js a fairly cusy grade, -
untit *“ Last Hill ¥ is veached.  For about sixby chains down * Last 1ill " tho geado is rather hoavy,
but nkes easy Gravelling to the terminus, with tho exception of u short pinch of ahout forly chinins st
" Rowd MEL" '
Limbher—A bel of fairly good st vingy-bark was passed through for nbout threo miles after leaving
Lake St, Clair, whiel ombritces the only timber of any edmuniercial valwo mot with.  Tho balnneo of
the country consists of butlon-grass, chunps of whito gum (with undorgrowth), mountain ti-treo, c&'ll,ling
grass, bauers, tho Jatter heing vory hewvy aitor * Last ITill ' was passed. !
Grolugical formative,—"The busnltic rock found nt Lako St. Clair lasts for somo 10} miles, when a
brown sandstone iy pussed throwgh, until within five miles of the Ridon Blafl; here a bund of bluck
slale, with veins of tjunrtzite, comes in. AL “ Last ILill " and ¢ Gould's Pyramul,” fossils wero found
in the snudstone on the surface, nud small veins of conl woro meb with at Cond 1il}, but no sther jndica.
tions of minorals wero exposed in entling tho btrack, i
General —For the first cloven weeks wo wevo fuvoured with fine weithor, bul aftorwards it was
oxtremely vough, vain, hail, sleel, and snow: provailing until the work way compleled, which retarded
operations very much during the atter part of tho.time, umidst groub discomforL to the party, At
every mile, posts, nhoul eight inches square s three feat high, have been placed, with the milenge cut
deoply into the wood, in Roman figures, marked clearly thercon.  In tho timbered country the track
is well cut out, and all logs removed, or else notehed, to allow of being cusily pussed over. ~ The trees
ure marked plainly fore and aft.  In the opon country, stakes, about four inches in dinmetor and fivo
feet in height, huve been placed, on an avorngo of whout lifty to the mile. 1 considered it necessary -
to placo Uhem as stated, on nceount of the heavy fogs which exist ab this altitude, In places the stukes

" had to he earvied n distaneo of two niles and over.  Signboards, with the mileage and divection plainly -

- deavitl ont19th Februnry necessitaling my’ journcying to Zechan to engago anothor man, whiek I did, © .
< after pucking portion of the supplics to Eldon Bluff! ~ Charles V. Roberts started work on 114l March,

steneillgd on them, have beon placed ab ench end, and principal places along the track,  Aneroitl rend-
ings réforded in my field notes were taken at every principal rise and fall in the country, the instri- "

ment being set at the Zechan Ruilway Station.  Magnetic bearings and rough goneral hearings have .-
been taken with theodolite from poiul to poinl, as recorded in my lickd notes,  Mountains liave been -

observed from difforent points all along the track. . All chuining has beon done by hovizontal micasure. -
ment, : The assistants lirst ongaged comprised Aldn Pybus, James New, Leslie Tms, and mysolf, Tms

By the completion of this track, through dommunication is now cstablished from Zeohsn to Lake St - -
Clair, o distance of nhout 62 miles, and will enable prospectors to explove tho counbry under much more,

favourahle conditiony thin way before possiblo.  I'spent theee days. iy myseif, examining the counury

ruanning from BEldon Blufl to the Mole Creck-Rosebery Lravk, as referred to in your letler, dated
8th Junuary. Tho country is very rough, niuch broken, nnd heavily timbered ; but, with a little trouble, ¢

a connection could be made.  In o distanee of about ten or Lwelve miley, the * Woodei Store,” on the

overland tracl, can be conneeted with the track now completed, nenr * Gould's Pyramid.” This would
open  lurge area of mineral-bearing vountyy to prospectord; also, a conncetion from the brack just com- . -
picted eould ho made with the Mole Creck-Roschery Track by keeping on the west side of Lake St. Claiy,
thence hearing northerly on the castern slopes of the Ducane Rango, joining Mole Creck Track somes
where about hend waters of Forth River, . ' '
Devintions~—Instructions from you, under date Hobart, 6ih Mareh, were veceived by mo at Lake
St. Clair, on 3vd April, to muke a devintion from the track survoyed last year, with the object of lessen- '
ing the distance, and obtaining an casier grade,  Phis wotk was varsied out, after the track from Lnke:
SL. Clair was completed, supplics being packed from Eldon Bhuff, The deviation, which was commenced
nt 30} miles from Lake St, «Clair, has heen survoyed and cut out for u distunce ol cight miles, where
1 joined the Dora Pack-track, neir Lake Rolleston.  For the first three miles tho doviation goes slightly
west of south, then a leading spur is picked up, whieh brings the courso alinost due west for a mile still -
keeping on tho spur, the track beurs in a northerly divection for about two miles, and thon tutns west

- for about a mile, picking up the divido between the North Eldon and Antony rivers.  From this point:

to the junction with the Dorn Track it runs south und south-westerly. The grade, though steop is a
decided improvement on the route firat surveyed, hoing ensier for walking, and much shorter,  In eut-

~ving the track, heavy bush country was met, consisting of dense horizontal sevub, manuka, ti-tree, .
- buuera, and eutting grass, which was only got through aiter Juborious efovts. increased by heavy falls &

of snow und wet weather, which prevailed while the worle was proceeding,  In the North Eldon valley
the country is well worlhy the attention of prospectors, being mineral-bearing, with most encournging -
indications.  The country is peincipally of micaccous slates,  Operalions wero greatly hampered -

~through it being impossiblo to obtain a suitable camping-ground between the North Eldon valley and

Lake Dora, owing to the snow and stormy wenther preventiing the tents being crected.  Two alight
dovintions were made on lrack surveyed tast yenr; first, belaweei tho 19 and 20-mile peg, and hetween B

- the 18 and 19-mile murks, which resulted in getting a far casier grade, and, therefore, bottor track,

I have the honour to be, .
o D . : . ) Sir' - . :
o ' N - Your obediont Servant, .

o o s.oo .7 . " . ROBERT EWART. "
E. A. Counser, Esq, F.R.G.8,, Surveyor-General, T : o




