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William Barlow 1802-1883

Swansea
14th March, 1877

Dear Son

| write you afew linesto let you know how | am. My health is so precarious
that it isseldom that | can write any at all. | so soon get weary in sifting. A fortnight
since | was getting on nicely, but | caught a slight cold, and it threw me back greatly.
My complaint is the stoppage of my water, the Doctor thinks | have Stone in the
Bladder. |1 am obliged to use an instrument to draw any water, my trouble is greatest at
night as | am obliged to get up every two hours. | fear, my dear son, | shall never be
better. | am very weak and only able to go about and near the house, very seldom down
theroad. The Doctor greatly neglected me at first which increased the disorder and
caused me fearful suffering. Thisillness has been bought on by hard work, far beyond
my strength, now | have no strength left and can do nothing.

| have sold the Grey Mare, her foal, and the colt "Tom" and also two cows,
thiswill reduce very much Mary'swork which | felt was necessary for | cannot help her
now as | used to do.

| should like to sell the placeif | could, our pensions | think would keep us
with alittle aid by the interest which could be got from the sale of the property.

| am getting now very weary in sifting and must Close.

With loveto Lizzy and the Children.

Y our Father
W. Barlow

[There followed alist of items and costs which were drawn up as a bal ance sheet]

The page concluded with "W.B. | am quite donein"
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